scaling flanscand the second side panel, wherein the sealant is a rolvnroDvlene-bascg 
sealnnt h a ving a melt flow vahic of between aboul 5.0 g to about 9.5 g and a density of 
belvvcen about 0.85 g/cm^ and 0.93g/cm^. 



2. (Original) The reclosable package of claim 1 further comprising a line of 
weakness positioned between the scaling flange and an attachment flange of the fust 
closure profile, wherein the sealing flange separates from the attachment flange along the 
line of weakness and remains attached to the second side panel of the reclosable package 
upon initial opening of Ihe reclosable package. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (withdrawn) The reclosable package of claim 1 wherein the sealant is a 
rclcas^iblc sealant such that the sealant separates from the second side panel to pennit the 
sealing flange to separate from the second side panel upon initial opening of the product 
package* 



5. (withdrawn) Thereclosablepackageof claim 2 wherein the sealing 
llajigc includes a plurality of lines of weakness positioned between the attachment flange 
and an outer end of die sealing flange. 



6. (withdrawn) Tlie reclosable package of claim I wherein tlic sealant is 
applied to a fii-st face surface of the sealing flange and a second sealant is applied to an 
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opposHc, second face surlace of the sealing flange, wherein the second sealant cngagsB 
llie (irst side panel, 

7. (withdrawn) The reclosable package ofclaim 6 whereinthe second 
sealant is a permanent sealant and the first sealant is a rclcasable sealant such that the 
scaling flange separates from the second side panel and remains attached to the first side 
panel upon initial opening of the product package. 

8. (withdrawn) Tlie reclosable package ofclaim 1 wherein the second 
closure profile inchides a second scaling flange, the second sealing flange having a 
second sealant, wherein the first scaling flange and the second scaling flange engage each 
other to provide a hermetic seal across the package interior. 

9. (withdrawn) The reclosable package ofclaim S wherein the first sealant 
and the second sealant are each a rclcasable sealant. 

10. (withdrawn) 'l"he reclosable package ofclaim 8 wherein the first and 
second scaling flanges arc movable relative to the first and second side panels. 

11. (withdrawn) 'ITie reclosable package ofclaim 1 wherein the sealant is 
applied lo a first face surface of the sealing flange and a heat resistant layer is applied to a 
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second, opposite face surface of Uic sealing flange to prevent attachment of the seafe* 
llangc to tlie first side panel. 

12. (withdrawn) Thercclosablcpackageof claim II wherein the heat 
resistant layer is applied in a series of ribs along the second face surface of the sealing 
flange. 

13. (withdrawn) ITie rcclosable package of claim 1, wherein the first 
closure profile is formed from a first material and the scaling fiange is formed from a 
second innterial. 

14. (withdrawn) The reclo.sable package of claim 13 whercm the sealing 
flange includes a first end attached to the first closure profile and a second end having a 
sealant such that the second end can be attached to tlie second side panel. 

15. (withdrawn) The rcclosable package of claim 14 wherein the sealant is 
a rclcasable sealant such that the sealant separates from the second side panel to pennit 
the scaling flange to separate from tlie second side panel upon initial opening of the 
product package. 
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1 6. (withdrawn) 'nie rcclosablc package 01 claim 14 further comprisiaga 
line of weakness formed in the sealing flange between the first end and the second end of 
the scaling flange. 

17. (withdrawn) A flexible, reclosable package for containing product 
such that the product can be subjected to a retort process while within the reclosable 
package, comprising: 

a pair of side panels joined along a first side edge and a second side edge, 
the panels defining a mouth providing access to a package interior, the side panels 
being formed from polypropylene; and 

a reclosable zipper positioned along the mouth of the package for 
selectively opening and closing the package mouth, the reclosable zipper including 
a first closure profile attached to the first side panel and a second closure profile 
attached to the second side panel, wherein the first and second closure profiles are 
each constructed and arranged to interlock each other to hold the mouth in a closed 
position, wherein the reclosable zipper is formed firom polypropylene, 

wherein the first closure profile includes a first connecting flange and the 
second closure profile includes a second connecting flange, wherein the first and 
second connecting flanges are joined to each other during Uic retort process to 
prevent product from entering between the first and second closure profiles. 
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18. (withdrawn) The reclosable package of claim 17 wherein the fii-stsri 
.second connecting flanges are integraliy Igrraed with each other and include a line of 
weakness such that the first and second connecting flanges separate from each other along 
llie line of weakness upon initial opening of the product package. 

19. (withdrawn) The reclosable package of claim 18 wherein the line of 
weakness is fonncd in an apex formed by the first and second connecting flanges. 

20. (withdrawn) Tlie reclosable package of claim 17 wherein the first and 
secojid connecting flanges arc formed from a membrane, wherein the membrane is 
formed from a first material and the first and second closure profiles are formed from a 
second, different material. 

21 . (withdrawn) ITie reclosable package of claim J 7 wherein the first 
connecting flange includes a first sealant and the second connecting flange includes a 
second sealant, wherein the first and second sealants engage each other to attach the first 
connecting flange to the second cotmecting flange. 

22. (withdrawn) Tliercclosablepackageof claim 21 wherein the sealant is 
a relcasabJe sealant. 
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